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ordinary young gentleman of great accomplishments,
an excellent botanist, a rare engraver on brass5 writer
in Latin and a poet.3*
There was a succession of eminent English
gardeners at the time of the Restoration who derived
their Inspiration and knowledge from the most
famous of French gardeners, Andre Le N6tre, John
Rose, who studied under Le Notre at Versailles,
became royal gardener to Charles 11 at St. James's.
He was succeeded by his pupil, George London,
who reached a very high position and was appointed
a Page of the Backstairs to Queen Mary. Switzer
at a later date says in his Gardener's Recreation
that London might have been called director-
general of the gardens of England, most of which he
visited once or twice each year, riding generally
fifty or sixty miles a clay. With his partner, Henry
Wise, he established the Brompton Park Garden,
which Evelyn describes In this advertisement, and
the two were responsible for designing gardens all
over the kingdom.
The translation in verse, Rapinus Hortorum^ origin-
ally written In Latin, Is a work of no special merit,
which has been wrongly ascribed In many books*
to the author of Sylva, although he explains In his
diary (January 3rd, 1672-3) that It was the work
of his son John, who was then eighteen years old.
The father thought well enough of the poem to have
it printed at the end of his Syka.
*Miscellaneous Writings. William Upcott, pp. 623-4, copied by other
authorities.
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